The History Channel – The Dark Ages

1. How did disease play a part in the downfall of Rome.

2. What were four groups that invaded Rome?  Where did they come from?  

3. Why did people destroy the Roman architecture marvels like the aquaducts and the Coliseum?

4. Why do scientists debate whether or not to call this time the Dark Ages?

5. Who was the “New Emperor” of Europe?

6. Why was Clovis so important?  What are three things that Clovis did that were important?

7. What was life like for the average citizen after the fall of Rome?

8. What role did Constantine play in the rise of Christianity?

9. What is an “ordeal”?  Why were they important?

10. Where was the Byzantine Empire?  Describe what it was like to live in a city like Constantinople.

11. Who was Justinian?  Why was he important?

12. What type of person was Justinian?

13. How was Justinian overthrown?  What happened to the city of Constantinople?  

14. Who was Theodora?  What did she do that was significant?

15. What is the Hagia Sophia?  Why is it important?  Describe it.

16. When did the plague arrive in Europe?  

17. How many people died from the plague?

18. What were the symptoms?  How long did it last?

19. How did it affect society?

20. How did Justinian's empire fall?

21. Describe life for the average person after the 7th Century.

22. What was the role of the monastery?

23. Why is it important that the monks copied histories?  How does this help us today?

24. Who was Benedict?  Why was he important?

25. Why did the Moors attack the Franks?  Who is there to defend Europe?  What strategy did Martel use, and who did he turn to for help?  

26. How did he win?

27. Who was Charlemagne?   Why is he important?  When did he become King?

28. Where is his empire?  (list the countries)

29. What did Charlemagne do to help the empire?

30. How did Charlemagne become king of the entire empire?

31. At what age did he become emperor, and how long was he in power?

32. What “choice” did he give the people he conquered?  How does this affect the Church?

33. Why did he kill so many Saxons?  What purpose did it serve?

34. How did Charlemagne divide his country?  What purpose did it serve?

35. What did he believe he had to increase in his society? Why might these be important?

36. How would Charlemagne's stance on education have changed the society and its worldview?

37. Why was it so unusual that Charlemagne would learn to read and write?

38. What happened on Christmas day in the year 800?

39. Who attacked Charlemagne's empire at the end of the 700's?  What effect did this have on the empire?

40. Why was it so easy to rob the monasteries? 

41. How old was Charlemagne when he died?  Why and when did he die?

42. Who was the primary target for the Vikings?  Why?

43. How was the raid on Northumbria different than the others?

44. Who was Ivar the Boneless?  What was his goal?  Was he successful?

45. Who was Alfred the Great?  What did he do that was different as a defense against the Vikings?

46. Describe the development of the knighthood (how did they come to be knights?).  

47. Why were there so many soldiers?  Why was this a bad thing after the Viking raids?

48. How did knights treat people?  

49. Who were they allied with?  Why did they build castles?

50. How did the Church try to stop the knights?

51. What are relics?  How did the Church use them against the knights?

52. What were the Peach and Truce of God?  Why were they important?

53. What were the Crusades?  When were they?  What was their purpose?

54. How many Crusades were there?  What was the result?

55. What did the Crusaders bring back from the Holy Land?

56. What happened around the year 1000 that affected the population of Europe?  Why would it increase the population?

