Why Did Europeans Want to Explore the New World
1. When did the Age of Exploration take place?

2. What were the main countries that took part?

3. What were the three reasons Europeans started exploring?

4. Who was Prince Henry of Portugal? 

5. How are the Crusades and exploration related?  

6. What is the Silk Road, and how did it prompt the age of exploration?

7. What was the Mundus Novus?

8. What did the explorers HOPE to bring back?  What did they find?

9. What were three of the biggest trade goods brought back from Mundus Novus?

10. What were the positives for the Americans?

11. What is the Columbian Exchange?

12. What did Columbus bring back on his second trip?

13. Is this the age of exploration, or the age of exploitation? Justify your answer.

Crash Course – The Columbian Exchange
1. Why is 1492 the beginning of WORLD history?

2. What four main categories were affected? 

3. What were the diseases brought to the Americas?  What effect did they have?  What were the three secondary effects of disease? 

4. What disease was brought to Europe? 

5. What were some of the animals brought to the americas?  How did this affect the new world?  What effect would this have on the environment?  What effect would this have on technology, transportation, and the economy?

6. What were some of the main crops brought back from the Americas?  How did the plants brought from the Americas change Europe?  How did it change European population? 

7. How did the Columbian Exchange involve the migration of people?

8. Why did Europeans come to the Americas? 

9. What were the positives of the Columbian Exchange?

10. What were the negatives?

11. “The Columbian Exchange has included man, and he has changed the old and new world sometimes inadvertently, sometimes intentionally, often brutally.  It is possible that he and the plants and animals he brings with him have caused the extinction of more species of life forms in the last four hundred years than the usual processes of evolution might kill off in a million... the Columbian Exchange has left us with not a richer but a more impoverished genetic pool. We, all of the life on the planet, are the less for Columbus, and the impoverishment will increase.”

Do you agree that longer healthier lives for humans are worth the sacrifice for an impoverished biosphere, and what can we do to solve this problem?
