Medieval Churches
The church played a very bbbbbbbbbbbbbb role in bbbbbbbbbbb bbbbbbbb.  Its activities were important to the bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb, as well as to the bbbbbbbbb.

The Church in the Dark Ages

One of the reasons for the bbbbbb of the bbbbbbbbbbbbb bbbbbbbbbbbbb was the bbbbbbbbb of bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb.  During the dark ages the Church became even bbbbbbbbbbb powerful.  People’s lives were so bbbbbbbb, that they viewed their bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb as working toward a bbbbbbbbb bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb free from bbbbbbbbbbbbb.  During this time the Church played many roles within the bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb.  They were often the only people who could nnnnnnnn, so they were responsible for helping the ______________ with any ____________   ____________.  They were _____________ to help the __________ and the ___________, so they often acted as _____________ and provided _________ for those who couldn’t afford it.  They also took in ___________, often raising them to become __________ members as well.  The Church continued to __________ power as society entered the middle ages.

The Church in the Middle Ages

In the middle ages the Church continued to ___________ power.  ______________ and __________ were often held in the church ______________, and much of the _________ was owned by the Church.  Since they played such a large role, the people believed strongly in the ____________ and in ________.  They were willing to do many things in the name of _______.  _________ were fought (the ________________) in an attempt to control the _______ _______.  Many people ___________ their _________ and __________ to building _______________ thinking that it would help get them into Heaven.
What Was Church Like?

During the middle ages ___________ became very ____________.  Since people couldn’t _______, the ______________ told the ___________ stories that the priests told in ____________.  The sermons were done in __________ (ancient Roman language) and ____________ became known as the _____________ of the Church.  People were expected to __________ to the Church.  This meant that they were expected to provide ______% of their ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________ to the local church.  Since ____________ had little ____________, they often paid in goods like ____________ and ________.  This worked well as ____________ weren’t _______.

There were over ______ religious ____________ each year.  On these days it was against Church ____________ to do any type of ____________.  People ____________ wherever they went and ate _______________ because ____________ and ____________ horses was considered __________.  On these days everyone attended ____________.  

The Decline of the Church
There were many factors which caused the Church to ________ power in the ________ middle ages.

In the late Middle Ages the Church began to sell __________________.  These were ____________ that the Church sold to ____________ that the ____________ would get into ____________.  The most common ______________ were ____________ of the ____________, ________ of ________, and ____________ of ____________________.  Many of these items were not ____________ (real), and people began to lose ____________ in the Church.  

The Church was also having its own ____________ ____________.  There were problems selecting a ____________ and ____________ to certain ____________.  At one point there were actually ___ popes because no one could agree as to who it should be.  The problems were eventually solved, but not before people saw the ____________ and ____________ how the Church would remain strong.

The defeats during the ____________ also affected how people viewed the Church.  After all, if the ____________ were in the name of ____________, wouldn’t He make sure that we ____________?  This, along with the ____________ brought back from the Middle East, made people ____________ what the Church was telling them.

The ____________ affected people’s faith a great deal.  Since many of the ________, ________, and ____________ acted as ____________, they were greatly affected by the ____________.  People saw the clergy ____________ and wondered why God wasn’t ____________ them.  They ____________ to God to save their ____________ and ____________ from this horrible _________, yet people continued to die at an alarming ____________.  Why wasn’t God ____________ their ____________?  What good was buying ____________ and praying to God if nothing happened?
Although the Church is still ________ today, it lost a lot of power toward the end of the ____________ ____________.  The ____________ of the clergy, the ____________, the ____________, and ____________ all made people lose faith.  As the ideas of the Renaissance, Enlightenment, and Scientific Revolution swept across Europe the Church suffered a loss in ____________, ____________ and ____________.
Inside the Church
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Medieval Churches were very elaborate.  They were built with tall spires that reached toward Heaven.  They were usually constructed so that the apse was to the east and the narthex was to the west.  This symbolized birth and death, specifically the birth and death of Jesus.  Inside they were made of very expensive materials donated by people to buy their way into Heaven.  The stone was ornately carved, much of it by volunteers, and many glassmakers donated their services to create the incredible stained glass windows. There were statues and windows and carvings all over the outside of the church to show the people how great God was.

The church was built in the shape of a cross.  The main parts were:

1. apse – area behind the altar

2. altar – where important items are kept

3. sanctuary – the area in front of the altar

4. chancel – where important people sat

5. pulpit – where the priest spoke the mass from

6. lectern – where readings from the Bible are done

7. transepts – areas to the side of the church

8. nave – where the congregation sat

9. narthex – the entrance

Outside of the church there were very elaborate carvings and statues, as well as tall spires reaching to Heaven.  The spires also functioned as bell towers in many cases.  The ringing of the bells signaled the beginning and the end of the work day, as well as important occasions such as weddings, funerals, christenings, and the call to mass.  One of the most unique features in medieval cathedrals was the flying buttress.  These were arms that held up the walls.  As builders went higher when constructing churches, the weight of the materials became so much that the walls would topple if they were not propped up.  Another unique feature of gothic style cathedrals were the gargoyles.  These were very elaborate rain spouts that brought the water out from the walls so that the walls were protected from moisture.  They were scary figures to frighten away evil.
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On the next pages you will see pictures of medieval cathedrals.  Notice how elaborate they are both inside and outside.  They were meant to be awe inspiring.  Some of the most famous gothic (medieval) cathedrals are:

Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, France

Monte Sainte Michel in France

Westminster Abbey in London, England
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Gothic Cathedral in Milan, Italy
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Gargoyles at Notre Dame Cathedral
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Westminster Abbey
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Mont St. Michel, France (was actually a monastery)
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Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris 
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Flying Buttresses








