CASTLES

One very important development during medieval times was the development of the castle.  The main purpose of the castle was __________________.  During the ___________ ____________, castles were built quickly to protect the people from the barbarian raids.  They did not look like what we think castles look like, instead they were built of _____________, and were called ___________-and-___________ castles.

Motte-and-Bailey Castles

These castles were often built on the top of a _________ or on another high piece of land.  This was called a __________.  There were two main reasons for this:

1.___________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________
The main part of the castle is called the __________, and was a tall _________________ _____________.

The _____________ was a lower piece of land, which was surrounded by a wall of ___________, with ___________________ ends.  This wall of logs was also put around the ______________.  The bailey contained such things as:
1._________________________________               2. __________________________________

3._________________________________                4. __________________________________

The entire compound may also have been surrounded by a ______________ (what we think of as a moat).  This ditch may have been filled with ______________ ____________.  

Why would pointed sticks be put in the moat? ___________________________________________________
Label the parts of the motte-and-bailey castle:
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Advantages: _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Disadvantages: ___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Eventually the wooden keeps were replaced with ________________ keeps to prevent them from being ______________, but the walls were still made of _____________.  Later these walls were also built of _______________ and the castle developed into what we know today as ____________________ __________________. 
Concentric Castles
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These castles were the ultimate __________________ system.  They had a _______   ____________   __________ so that the ______________ inside could see if there was an enemy approaching.  The inside buildings were _____________ to allow soldiers to fire arrows or use other weapons.

The Parts of a Castle

The main parts of a castle were:

1.________________________________              
2. ________________________________ 
3._________________________________       4. ________________________________ 
5._________________________________       6. ________________________________ 
7._________________________________       8. ________________________________ 
9. _________________________________

Castles took many years to build.  Some were never completed, even after _______  years of building.  They were also very _______________________.  However, if a king or duke wanted to be able to protect his people, they were very necessary.  

Life in a Castle
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Castles were not the ________________ places we see in movies.  They had no ______________________, and relied on a _________________ to warm each room.  If the fire went out it could be very cold in the winter.  They were ______________, and often there was _____ ___________ in the windows.  Heavy _________________ were hung to keep out as much cold and damp as possible.   Also, __________________ were hung on walls to keep the drafts out.   
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More than just the  ________ (usually a duke or a king) lived in the castle.  Castles also housed his _________, the ________ which ________  and _______________ the castle, the _________, and other ____________.  They usually had their own ______________ (small church), ____________, _____________, and ___________.  They often made their own _________________  and ______________, had to grow their own _________, and had to ____________ their own equipment.  

People worked long, hard days, and often _______________ helped.  There was no ___________ for the average child.  Days began at _____________ with a _________ ________________, or if there was time, _______________.  Then the day’s work began.  The __________ would attend to ________________, but the ___________ of the castle each had their own ____________.  The day ended at _____________, when the family would gather for a ___________.  On special days, the lord would invite everyone in his _____________ to come to the castle for a _____________.  This was usually on important _____________ __________________ (like __________________).  Everyone brought a small __________ for the lord, and he supplied all of the _________ and _________________.  
The Castle at War

 During times of war a castle was the most important defense.  It was possible to take over a castle by winning a siege, but it was very hard work.  Not only would you have to get past the defenses, but also do it without getting killed.  The most important defenses of a castle were:

1. _______________ – made it difficult for the enemy to get to the castle. 

2. ________________________ – many walls were 8 – 20 feet think.  They often contained passageways that soldiers could travel through.  They also had windows (called arrow loops) which could be used by archers.

3. ___________________ – was the only way of crossing the moat easily.  It could be drawn up when you didn’t want people getting in.

4. __________________ – a building right behind the drawbridge.  It was a place where soldiers could hide to attack invaders.

5. _________________ – an iron gate which was used to trap attackers in the gatehouse

6. ____________________ – a large area that was part of the castle walls.  It had secret doors and passageways, as well as murder-holes for attacking the enemy. 

7. ____________________ – windows which were wedge-shaped.  This allowed the archers a wide range to shoot at, but made them very hard to hit.
8. __________________________ – holes in the ceilings of passageways and rooms which allowed the defenders to pour boiling oil or water on the attackers, or to shoot them with arrows.

9. _____________________– the top of the castle where the defenders could hide behind the merlons and then peek around the embrasures and shoot the attackers.

10. ______________________ – overhangs on the top of the walls where the defenders could drop rocks or pour boiling oil over the attackers.
Water Defenses
The purpose of water defenses was to prevent the castle from being                          . Sappers found it difficult to                                            a moat; attackers could not                                           , for fear of                                   in the deep waters; attackers would not dare                         across the moat, as it presented too big of a                             for the castle guards and made them very vulnerable. Attackers were known to use                                           , or                           , to span the moat and besiege a castle. 

There is a myth that                                  or                                     were placed in the moats. This is not true. Some moats did have               and other kinds of                   in them for                    . Sometimes,                                           (bungy sticks) were placed in the moat to prevent attackers from safely entering it. 

Some castles sit in the middle of                                           , but most had simple moats. Some moats only surrounded parts of the castle. Sometimes, water defenses were used along with other natural defenses, such as a                 or                     . Moats often ranged between         and               feet in depth, and were typically well over          feet in width.
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Attacking a Castle
Usually the attacker would send a                                  ahead to let the lord know his intentions, in hopes that the lord would                                      .  More often than not however, the lord would simply                               to be attacked.  This attack was called a siege.
There were three main ways to attack a castle:

1.                     the castle and                         the                             lands.  

2.                                        – wait for the people in the castle to starve and surrender.

3. Attack (                 ) the castle – this process generally took a long time.  It involved many steps:
a. Stone throwing                             attack the towers and walls every day. The walls of the castles would hopefully be breached, and towers damaged. 
b. The enemy erects                                                        called belfries, taller than the castle towers, to conceal and enable bow men to shoot arrows down into the castle. While this is going on,                        would be tunneling under the walls and towers of the castle in preparation to collapse them. To counter the                                  , anti-mining tunnels could be dug by the castle soldiers, which insured a ferocious hand-to-hand battle                                            . Inside the castle, the guards would place a pot of water near the castle towers and walls. When the water rippled, they would know enemy miners were at work underneath them. 
c. The                           is next assaulted and taken. Then the                                              is attacked. Animals and some supplies would be captured. Then buildings containing hay and grain for the castle are burned. The attackers try to break through and seize the inner bailey.
d. The castle                                   would retreat to the                         .                      would now set                         to the mine tunnel under the keep. Smoke and fire rise into the keep, and                         appear in the thick walls. 
e. The defenders of the castle are forced to surrender as the castle falls to the enemy.
Weapons of Offense

                            – also called a catapult, this launched rocks, dead animals, or other projectiles into the castle 

                          – a large cross-bow

                               – similar to a catapult

                        – large towers that are taller than the outer walls.  These would allow the attackers to shoot arrows into the castle or get over the walls

                                      – used to try to break through the gate or doors of the castle






Questions About Castles

Bathrooms

A                          is a medieval name for                                  . It was also called a necessarium, jakes, draught, and gong. In modern times we call it a                       , or                         . The people that cleaned and emptied the privy were called mudator latrinarum or                                           . 

Most castle privies were crude, some having just a simple                           seat over a                  that emptied into the moat or stream.  Sometimes                         seats were used. 

The privy sometimes had                                                       , or were lit by torches. The more fancy privies were even designed with                                                     . Later in the development of the privy,                                           were put over the latrine chutes. This was to prevent an invading army from gaining entry into the castle. 

Keeps had privies located in a chamber room (                                              ) called a "                                     ," with the seat jutting out from the wall. In the apartments of the castle, the privy was supplemented with a                                           . 

Some larger castles had special towers, called                                           . All the                      privies would be grouped together in this tower, with a                 in the                                    . 

Dungeons

Dungeons were not all as horrible as we see in the movies.  Although it is true that many castles had                          they were not all                                                  .  Prisons were often located near the                                       so that the guards could keep an eye on the                        while guarding the                             .

Some                                                      were horrible.  The most famous is called an                                                                          .  This dungeon was located in the                                    , often as a pit below the                     .  The prisoners were lowered through an                          , and were never let out.  Their food was lowered the same way.  On occasion they would fill with                          and the prisoner would                          .
Food

Generally, meals were taken        times a day. A                 breakfast of                  and                   at sunrise was followed between                                 and                                 with the main meal,                            . Then, towards                         a lighter supper would be served, consisting of                ,                    and perhaps a small dish like a                  . After supper,                                              might be provided by                               ,                        ,                            or                                    , or                      and a                            were enjoyed.

A lord's dinner usually had                  to                  courses, mainly                             and                        , bread,                           or                    (usually the drink of the lowest classes),                                     , cheeses,                     , and the like. 

During the                          and                     months, food stuffs were in ready supply.  Common meats included               ,              ,                ,               ,              , and             .  Birds were often                     carefully and then the feathers were                        for feasts.                   , stews and                     were the favored ways of preparing a meal.                        and                 were not used until the 16th century.                       from the castle's pond were also gathered.  Like meat, fish were                         or                          for longer preservation.
                              were also eaten, as were                      ,                     ,                  , and                  . Apples and                     were usually cooked.                       apples were popular.                      fruits began to be imported around 1290. Other imports for the wealthy included                             ,                 ,                , dates and                    . 

The                            months were a time of scarcity, and preparations were made during the rest of the year to ensure the availability of meat.                                           were always hard to find during the winter, so most of the                       were eaten.                     had to be                  , though, or would rot if kept for any length of time. 

And as far as                               was concerned, where                               was scarce,                        was popular.                                                      was the primary consumer of wine during the Middle Ages.  Often the                              was not safe to drink, so                                    drank                       (a weak beer) and the                     drank                       .

The                                           had a tough time surviving, and not just in the winter. Their main foodstuffs consisted of                          such as                        or                    , dark                 (deemed not fit for nobler individuals),                        , an occasional                            ,                            , ale, or                            . It is a wonder they survived as well as they did, and were able to fend off disease. 

Feasts
Often held in the                                                           (                        room of the castle),                          were a                                  and were used to show off the                     of the lord.  Beef, pork, mutton, venison, poultry, fish, eggs, bread, milk, cheeses, vegetables (in lesser quantities, because they were considered "common"), and a profusion of wine, ale, cider, and mead were in ample supply. At one feast (for 6000 people) the following meal was prepared:

300 quarters of wheat, 300 tuns of ale, 100 tuns of wine, 104 oxen, 6 wild bulls, 1000 sheep,  304 calves, 304 "porkes", 400 swans, 2000 geese, 1000 capons, 2000 pigs, 104 peacocks, over 13,500 other birds, 500 stags, bucks and roes, 1500 venison pies, 608 pikes and breams, 12 porpoises and seals, 13,000 dishes of jelly, cold baked tarts, custards, and spices, sugared delicacies and wafers!
                           were given a                                (a round piece of dry bread) to use as a                  , and many guests had to bring their own                      .  No                    and very few                     were used.  Guests ate with their                     , and these occasions were very                    .  There were often         to 8 courses, and                                            was provided in between.  Since                               were hard to clean,                                  was often put on the floor.  This was a good thing as guests often ate until they were                                          .  The lord’s                                   and the                                   of the guests were                          to sit under the                     and eat                       .

Decline of Castles

Why did the use of castles begin to decline?  There were two main reasons:

1. People became more concerned with                               than                                .

2. The introduction of                                                     made many of the defenses of castles ineffective.                                         and                                        could easily bring down a castle wall.  This meant that                              -to-                                combat, and combat on a                                                  became more popular.

For more information try the following sites:
www.schoolshistory.org.uk/concentriccastles.htm
www.castles-of-britain.com/castle6.htm
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